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In the period under review in this 
report, there was considerable 
progress in raising attention 
and taking steps towards 
bringing an end to the sexual 
exploitation of children. The 
international community, national 
governments, civil society, and 
law enforcement agencies 
are increasingly in agreement 
on strategies for achieving 
Target 16.2 of the Sustainable 
Development Goals: to “end 
abuse, exploitation, trafficking 
and all forms of violence against 
and torture of children.” ECPAT 
remains at the forefront of this 
challenge. 

It is often observed that ‘what 
gets measured gets done’ and 

that indicators are required to 
inform what is being achieved 
and how to improve results. In 
response, and in partnership with 
INTERPOL, ECPAT undertook a 
research project that will help 
to better understand the online 
sexual exploitation of children. 
The data from this research will 
eventually evolve into – or at least 
inform – an indicator, which can 
be used to measure trends related 
to this crime. 

Evidence-based research is key to 
tackling the sexual exploitation of 
children and ECPAT continues to 
be a world leader in this regard.  
We proudly served as the catalyst 
and secretariat to The Global 
Study on Sexual Exploitation of 

Foreword

ECPAT’s mission 
of ending the 

sexual exploitation 
of children is 

one that needs 
no promotional 

hyperbole or 
sensationalism. 

There is universal 
agreement that 
this is a crime 

that all countries, 
people and 

organizations 
should be 

striving to end.
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Children in Travel and Tourism, 
which since its launch in early 
2016 has quickly become a 
seminal document on the issue 
of traveling child sex offenders. 
Multiple launches in a wide range 
of countries and regions have 
generated considerable interest, 
and more importantly, action. 
With reliable information and a 
better understanding of this topic, 
a growing number of stakeholders 
including national governments, 
civil society organizations, 
travel and tourism companies, 
international agencies, and 
regional mechanisms are taking 
actions to protect children in the 
sector. 

Words matter. Journalists, policy 
makers and the public need to 
understand that when describing 
the sexual exploitation of children, 
an ill-informed use of terminology 
can trivialize or sensationalize the 
issue, stigmatize victims and make 
it difficult to raise awareness or 
facilitate enlightened discourse. 
That is why we were pleased 
with the issuing, in 2016, of the 
Terminology Guidelines for the 
Protection of Children from Sexual 
Exploitation and Sexual Abuse. 
The Guidelines are the outcome 
of a two-year collaborative project 
of eighteen leading international 
agencies. ECPAT was honored to 
serve as the technical secretariat 
to this successful project. The 
next step is the transformation 
of the Guidelines into a range of 
languages and awareness raising 
among key stakeholder and 
influencers, including journalists 
and decision makers.  

Ensuring a voice to victims and 
survivors continues to be a 

significant dimension of ECPAT’s 
work. The 2016 Global Survivor’s 
Forum was an important 
undertaking in this regard and 
gave multiple adult survivors of 
childhood sexual exploitation 
an opportunity to be heard by 
governments and policy makers.  

At the same time, the year saw 
the culmination of an effort to 
produce, in consultation with 
children, a Bill of Rights for Child 
Victims and Survivors of Sexual 
Exploitation and Abuse. The 
Bill brings together, in simple 
language and format, the rights of 
child victims enshrined in human 
rights treaties and conventions. 
It speaks to child victims and 
survivors directly, and includes 
advice on their rights if they are 
sexually abused or exploited, how 
to get help and what to do if they 
are arrested. The challenge now is 
to ensure its wide dissemination, 
across the globe, in ways that 
reach highly vulnerable and at risk 
children. 

One of the growing challenges 
faced by many of ECPAT’s 
member organizations is the 
exponential growth of refugees 
and displaced populations. People 
from countries as diverse as 
Afghanistan, the Central African 
Republic, Iraq, Myanmar, South 
Sudan and Syria have been forced 
to leave their homes in record 
numbers to escape conflict. 
Humanitarian crises typically 
increase risks for child sexual 
exploitation. Many of our member 
organizations are now addressing 
this situation and special mention 
is given to the inspiring work of 
Turkish Network against CSEC, Dar 
Al Amal in Lebanon and Aparajeyo 

Bangladesh.  

Finally, we congratulate to our 
member organizations that were 
honored this year in various 
awards. This includes recipients 
of the 2016 Stars Foundation 
Impact Awards - ECPAT member 
in Morocco, AMANE and ECPAT 
Colombia/Fundacion Renacer; 
ECPAT member in Nepal, Shakti  
Samuha and ECPAT member, the 
Samoa Victim Support Centre, 
that won the “With and For Girls” 
Award; Abdul Manaff Kemokai of 
Defence for Children-Sierra Leone 
(ECPAT member in Sierra Leone) 
and Debbie Beadle from ECPAT 
UK, who won the Child 10 Award 
for 2016; and RENEW, our ECPAT 
member in Bhutan, which was 
awarded the National Order of 
Merit (Gold) by His Majesty the 
Fifth King of Bhutan.  

All told, during our 2016-17 
program year, ECPAT made a 
significant contribution towards 
realizing the global goal of ending 
child sexual exploitation by 2030. 
We are grateful to each member 
of the ECPAT Network, as well 
as to our partners, donors and 
collaborators who made this 
possible.  

Dorothy Rozga
Executive Director
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The challenge
Given the shadowy, hidden 
nature of the sexual exploitation 
of children, it is hardly surprising 
that too little is known about this 
crime. Age-old taboos only add to 
the secrecy, providing unintended 
‘cover’ for offenders. Add to 
this a lack of understanding that 
this is a crime like no other, and 
you have a recipe for continued 
brutalisation. 

The truth is: we just don’t know 
how many offenders there are, 
or how many victims. This is a 
crime that is difficult to measure 
with any accuracy. And the lack 
of solid information hampers 
understanding which, in turn, 
keeps this crime too low on the 
policy agenda. But the good news 
is that we are starting to learn 
more – a lot more.

Our approach
The more we learn, the greater 
our chances of success. One 
crucial step in ending this crime 
is to drag it into the light. ECPAT 
International and its Members 
carry out cutting-edge research 
into sexual exploitation of 
children worldwide, supporting 
global learning on this issue. Our 
members also share their learning 
with each other, working across 
national and regional borders to 
spread the word on what works.  

Understanding the sexual exploitation of children
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•	 Research called Through the 
Eyes of the Child: Barriers to 
Access to Justice and Remedies 
for Child Victims of Sexual 
Exploitation. Interviews with 
Survivors and Professionals in 
the Criminal Justice Systems 
of Nepal, the Philippines and 
Thailand was published. 

•	 ECPAT Belgium published 
a study entitled, Fighting 
impunity of transnational 
child sex offenders. What is 
the impact of the Belgian 
extraterritorial legislation? 
Since 1995, Belgium has 
adopted extraterritorial 
legislation to facilitate the 
prosecution of transnational 
child sex offenders living 
or passing through the 
country. The Study analyses 
the successes but also 
the challenges in the 
implementation of this law.

Barriers to Compensation for Child 
Victims of Sexual Exploitation
A discussion paper based on a comparative legal study of 
selected countries

Connecting the Dots: Supporting the Recovery and Reintegration of Children Affected by Sexual Exploitation
Thematic Report

Barriers to Access to Justice for Child 
Victims of Sexual Exploitation: 
Legal Framework and Insights from Professionals in the 

Criminal Justice System in Moldova

Through the Eyes of the Child: 

Barriers to Access to Justice and Remedies for  

Child Victims of Sexual Exploitation

Interviews with Survivors and Professionals  

in the Criminal Justice Systems of Nepal, the 

Philippines and Thailand

indirect exploitation, the 
factors that perpetuate child 
vulnerability, international and 
regional legal approaches, the 
role of the private sector in 
countering demand, and better 
prevention strategies. 

•	 New Country Monitoring 
Reports were prepared 
outlining action against the 
sexual exploitation of children 
in Burkina Faso, Lao PDR, 
Lebanon and Malawi. ECPAT 
France and ECPAT Luxembourg 
provided support in producing 
the Burkina Faso Report, and 
ECPAT France assisting local 
member organization Dar Al 
Amal to produce the Lebanon 
report.  

Selected results 
2016/17 
•	 Throughout the year activities 

took place to follow-up to 
the 2016 Global Study on 
Sexual Exploitation of Children 
in Travel and Tourism. The 
past year has also been 
characterised by a growing 
number of detailed situation 
reports, by the continued 
promotion of a common 
language around this crime 
and by strong challenges 
to laws that label exploited 
children as anything other than 
victims. ECPAT Members are 
also becoming more and more 
active in reporting on child 
sexual exploitation for human 
rights bodies with several 
members submitting additional 
reports to the Committee 
on the Rights of the Child 
and participating in the UPR 
process.  

•	 ECPAT released eight summary 
papers, evolving from the 
report Power, Impunity and 
Anonymity: Understanding the 
Forces Driving the Demand for 
Sexual Exploitation of Children, 
published in March. These will 
help people working to end the 
sexual exploitation of children 
to better understand demand, 

GLOBAL STUDY ON  
SEXUAL EXPLOITATION 
OF CHILDREN IN 
TRAVEL AND TOURISM
2016 
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Primary Prevention, Secondary Prevention  and Tertiary Prevention

* Download the full report of Power, Impunity and Anonymity. Understanding the Forces Driving the Demand for Sexual Exploitation of Children, ECPAT 

International, March 2016 at: https://goo.gl/xvkAXz

The broad objective of eliminating the multi-level demand for the sexual exploitation of children (SEC) 

requires that efforts be made to conceive a comprehensive framework spanning from recovery to 

preventive approaches. A public health model may be adapted as a way to promote a “protection for 

all” initiative in recognition of the documented progress that the primary health care methodology has 

achieved in promoting the “Health for All” movement over the past four decades.1  Adopting a public 

health approach, a primary protection model can distinguish between three levels of intervention, while 

in practice tackling demand for SEC may require combining action at more than one level.2  1. Primary Prevention: This level is aimed at preventing SEC before it occurs; 2. Secondary Prevention: This level is aimed at preventing SEC in high-risk groups; and 
3. Tertiary Prevention: This level is aimed at preventing further SEC offences through interventions that 

specifically target child victims and offenders. This level will effectively relate to the rehabilitative 

measures prevailing at present. 

Primary Prevention for AllPrimary preventive interventions include cost-effective measures addressing the general population, 

aimed at creating conditions for children to be protected from all forms of sexual exploitation. To this 

end, safety nets must be built in families, schools and communities to make safe environments through 

designing mechanisms that protect all children. Resilience of young people, parents, caregivers, educators, 

service providers, local government institutions and entire communities must be strengthened 

1  Sallie Yea, “Towards a Prevention Framework for Child Sexual Exploitation,” 2015, unpublished paper.

2  Ibid.

THE PRIVATE SECTORAND THE DEMAND FOR THE SEXUAL EXPLOITATION OF CHILDREN 
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The Role of the Private Sector in Countering the Demand  for the Sexual Exploitation of Children

* Download the full report of Power, Impunity and Anonymity. Understanding the Forces Driving the Demand for Sexual Exploitation of Children, ECPAT 

International, March 2016 at: https://goo.gl/xvkAXz

Since the Second World Congress against the Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children and Youth in 

2001 welcomed the involvement of the private sector to the discussion on the sexual exploitation of 

children (SEC), several initiatives have been undertaken in this space.1 In a 2009 ECPAT International 

publication on “Private Sector Roles and Responsibilities to End Sexual Exploitation of Children,” the private 

sector is defined as “companies that are not owned by the government… [including] all different kinds of 

businesses such as credit card companies, Internet Service Providers (ISPs), travel agents, hotels, banks, 

media, manufacturing and more”.2 Traditionally, the private sector  actors having direct implications with 

SEC have been divided into four sub-sectors: new technologies, travel and tourism, media and financial 

institutions.3

  
The types of tools that have been adopted to manage the operations of the private sector are quite different 

than those that are used to manage the behaviour of individuals or the functioning of world governments. 

Entities such as corporations and businesses are considered to be “non-state actors” beyond the reach of 

traditional legal instruments, such as human rights law. The most common mechanism applied is a form 

of corporate social responsibility (CSR). Other tools notably include the UN Guiding Principles on Business 

and Human Rights, which can also be used as a benchmark for the private sector to complement initiatives 

that target SEC.4

 

1 International Labour Organization (2008), “Commercial sexual exploitation of children and adolescents: The ILO’s response”, 24 November 

2008,6, accessed 6 September 2016, http://www.ilo.org/global/docs/WCMS_100740/lang--en/index.htm.

2 ECPAT International (2009), “Private Sector Roles and Responsibilities to End Sexual Exploitation of Children: Child and Youth Version”, 

Bangkok: ECPAT International,  December 2009, 5, accessed 1 August 2016, http://www.ecpat.net/sites/default/files/private_sector_roles_

and_resp.pdf.
3 Hecht, Mark E. (2008), “Private sector accountability in combating the commercial sexual exploitation of children”, a contribution of ECPAT 

International to the World Congress III against Sexual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 25-28 November 

2008, 4, accessed 5 September 2016, http://www.ecpat.org/wp-content/uploads/legacy/Thematic_Paper_CSR_ENG.pdf.

4 UN Human Rights Council (2015), “Report of the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography”, UN 

Doc. A/HRC/31/58, 30 December 2015, para. 73.
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Development of Legal Approaches at the International and Regional Levels
to Tackle the Demand for the Sexual Exploitation of Children

* Download the full report of Power, Impunity and Anonymity. Understanding the Forces Driving the Demand for Sexual Exploitation of Children, ECPAT 

International, March 2016 at: https://goo.gl/xvkAXz

The starting point for a discussion on legal approaches to address the demand for the sexual exploitation of 

children (SEC) must be the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). The UNCRC includes 

international provisions to protect children from all forms of sexual exploitation and sexual abuse, as well as 

from the sale of or traffic in children for any purpose or in any form.1  The first collaborative international effort to address the commercial sexual exploitation of children specifically 

was the First World Congress against the Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children, held in Stockholm, Sweden, 

in August 1996.2 Following that, the Optional Protocol to the UNCRC on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution 

and Child Pornography was drafted to address the problem of trafficking children for a sexual purpose and other 

forms of child sexual exploitation through a prohibition on the sale of children.3 The UN Special Rapporteur on 

the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography (Special Rapporteur) is mandated “to investigate 

the exploitation of children around the world and to submit reports to the General Assembly and the Commission 

on Human Rights, making recommendations for the protection of the rights of the children concerned”.4 To 

date, there have been two thematic reports  tabled at the UN level that discuss the demand for SEC, one by the 

former Special Rapporteur5 and one by the current Special Rapporteur; the latter also focuses on demand for 

sexual exploitation of children online (SECO).6 
Both the 1999 Worst Forms of Child Labor Convention by the International Labour Office and the UN Protocol 

to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, Supplementing the 

UN Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (otherwise known as the Palermo Protocol) from 2000 

include provisions that explicitly state that participating members should take all necessary measures to ensure 
1 UN General Assembly (1989), “Convention on the Rights of the Child”, art. 34-35, accessed 31 July 2016, http://www.ohchr.org/en/

professionalinterest/pages/crc.aspx.2 Save the Children, “World Congress against the Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children”, accessed 6 September 2016, http://resourcecentre.

savethechildren.se/publishers/world-congress-against-commercial-sexual-exploitation.
3 UN General Assembly (2000), “Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child 

pornography”, A/RES/54/263 of 25 May 2000, accessed 31 July 2016, http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/OPSCCRC.aspx. 

4 UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), “Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child 

pornography”, accessed 31 July 2016, http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx.

5 UN Human Rights Council (2015), “Report of the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography”, UN Doc. A/

HRC/31/58, 30 December 2015.6 UN Human Rights Council (2014), “Report of the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, Maud de 

Boer-Buquicchio”, UN Doc. A/HRC/28/56, 22 December 2014, accessed 31 July 2016,  http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Children/SR/A.

HRC.28.56_en.pdf.

THE UNDERLYING LEVEL OF 
DEMAND AND FACTORS GENERATING 
DEMAND FOR SEXUAL EXPLOITATION 

OF CHILDREN 
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Factors Perpetuating the Demand for Sexual Exploitation of Children 

* Download the full report of Power, Impunity and Anonymity. Understanding the Forces Driving the Demand for Sexual Exploitation of Children, ECPAT 
International, March 2016 at: https://goo.gl/xvkAXz

This Summary Paper explores the underlying level in the Demand Tree as introduced in Summary Paper 2 
and studies the factors generating demand that sustain and perpetuate children’s vulnerability to sexual 
exploitation. Several root causes influence both the demand and the supply sides of the market trading 
sexual exploitation of children (SEC) in the online and offline environments.
 

The Gender Dimension

Men are traditionally the main sex market demand drivers, while women and girls are socialised to 
respond to male-generated demand. Research suggests that, while sex perpetrators are disproportionately 
male, victims are mainly girls and women. A 2012 United Nations report estimated that 75 percent of all 
trafficked people worldwide were women and girls, primarily for the purpose of sexual exploitation.1 In 
parallel, ECPAT International research on sexual exploitation of male children and adolescents in Colombia 
unveiled that 86 percent of abusers were men.2 In 2014, 80% of victims depicted in child sexual abuse 
materials (CSAM) were girls.3 Cultures that impose feminine gender stereotypes contribute to the sexual 
exploitation of girls.4

Established gender norms and expectations often lead to gender inequalities that, while affecting severely 
girl children, impact boys as well. Prevailing social norms of masculinity may prevent families from 
protecting boys adequately by perceiving them as immune to sexual violence. 

1 UNODC (2012), “Global Report on Trafficking in Persons”, United Nations publication, Sales No. E.13.IV.1 2012, accessed 27 July 2016, 
http://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/glotip/Trafficking_in_Persons_2012_web.pdf.

2 ECPAT International - Fundación Renacer (2010), “Aproximación a la explotación sexual comercial de niños y adolescentes de sexo masculino 
en Bogotá y Cartagena de Indias”, ECPAT International, Colombia, 2010, accessed 27 July 2016,  http://www.ecpat.org/wp-content/uploads/
legacy/Columbia%20Reserach_final.pdf.

3 IWF (2015), “IWF Operational Trends”, accessed 19 April 2016, https://www.iwf.org.uk/resources/trends.
4 UN Human Rights Council (2015), “Report of the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography”, UN 

Doc. A/HRC/31/58, 30 December 2015, para. 43.
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The Intermediate Level of Demand

* Download the full report of Power, Impunity and Anonymity. Understanding the Forces Driving the Demand for Sexual Exploitation of Children, 
ECPAT International, March 2016 at: https://goo.gl/xvkAXz

This Summary Paper explores the intermediate level of the Demand Tree as introduced in Summary Paper 
2. Demand for the sexual exploitation of children (SEC) can be generated by a variety of offenders and 
met through several channels. Seeking children for sexual purposes can be pursued directly by searching 
for potential victims on streets, beaches, bars, brothels, public parks, ports, industrial areas, train and 
bus stations, cybercafés, under bridges and in other places where young people live and gather. In 
addition to physical encounters, children can be approached virtually through information communication 
technologies (ICTs), through Social Networking Sites, online gaming and other virtual channels. Although 
some children may act independently without the intermediation of a procurer (for example by engaging 
in “sex for survival” on the streets in exchange for food, shelter or drugs) the bulk of the demand for sexual 
exploitation of children, including of a commercial nature, is brokered by a number of facilitators who reap 
the benefits of the SEC highly profitable business. This Summary Paper will highlight the role played by 
intermediaries acting both online and offline in connecting the predator with the victim. From a demand 
perspective, the intermediate level of causality may be regarded as particularly critical because it is at 
this junction that SEC is organised into a system servicing direct offenders in their pursuit to obtain sexual 
services from children. In this space, where the demand for SEC is brokered, the market is structured to 
allow demand to meet the supply and profit to be generated. 

Family and Community Members

Many children are exploited by someone they know. Family or community members may broker their 
own or other children by offering them for the purpose of creating child sexual abuse materials (CSAM).1 
Traffickers systematically recruit girls from among destitute families proposing to marry the child for free, 

1 UNODC (2015), “Study on the Effects of New Information Technologies on the Abuse and Exploitation of Children”, May 2015, Vienna: 
UNODC, 29.

THE DEMAND FOR THE SEXUAL EXPLOITATION OF CHILDREN BY THE DIRECT EXPLOITERS
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The Sexual Exploitation of Children Demand Tree  and the Immediate Level of Demand

* Download the full report of Power, Impunity and Anonymity. Understanding the Forces Driving the Demand for Sexual Exploitation of Children, ECPAT 
International, March 2016 at: https://goo.gl/xvkAXz

The multi-layered demand for the sexual exploitation of children (SEC) may be visualised as a tree on which determinants can be organised at three different levels according to the degree of influence that they exercise on the SEC market. The tree model will help place each demand-trigger at the level where it impacts the process most, while contributing to establishing links that exist between the various layers of demand. 

The three levels of the SEC Demand Tree include:

nn The immediate level of the demand 
for child sexual exploitation: The highest level of the SEC Demand Tree relates to offenders who engage directly in SEC. In addition to conventional  exploiters, such as purchasers of commercial sexual acts with children and users of child sexual abuse materials (CSAM), either travelling or acting locally, this diverse group includes more unexpected profile. For example, patrons of the entertainment industry; female perpetrators seeking boys; resident foreign offenders and pseudo care-workers; offenders misusing voluntourism and orphanage tourism, adoption, surrogacy and child sponsorship programmes; families and traffickers acting in the context of child, early and forced marriage (CEFM); perpetrators operating in connection with mega sporting events; religious clerics and military, peacekeeping and humanitarian personnel. The contact with physical children or access to CSAM can be sought in person as much as via virtual channels with the support of information and communication technologies (ICTs). Online and offline sexual exploitation may represent a continuum in a SEC trajectory leading to one single or multiple victims. The impact of the direct exploiters is to generate demand. This level of the Demand Tree is explored in this paper.

The SEC Demand Tree

The immediate level of demand

The intermediate level of demand

The underlying level of demand

DEFINING THE DEMAND FOR 
THE SEXUAL EXPLOITATION OF 

CHILDREN

1

The aim of defining the demand for the sexual exploitation of children 
(SEC) is achieved by first determining the essence of SEC, especially as it 

differentiates from child sexual abuse.

* Download the full report of Power, Impunity and Anonymity. Understanding the Forces Driving the Demand for Sexual Exploitation of Children, ECPAT 

International, March 2016 at: https://goo.gl/xvkAXz

Defining Sexual Exploitation of Children

Child sexual exploitation is an extreme form of violence against children. The harmful effects of sexual 

exploitation should be regarded as a gross violation of children’s integrity, dignity and fundamental rights 

as human beings. It is inflicted mainly by adults, who take advantage of the power imbalance resulting 

from the age, gender, social and education differentials that separate them from their young victims. Adult 

men, but also, more marginally women and peers are responsible for SEC offending. 

International law does not offer a distinct definition of sexual exploitation of children. The 1989 United 

Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) fails to make a clear distinction between child 

sexual exploitation and child sexual abuse. The UNCRC Article 34 generically refers to “all forms of sexual 

exploitation and sexual abuse”, in particular to “[t]he exploitative use of children in prostitution or other 

unlawful sexual practices” [34 (b)] and “[t]he exploitative use of children in pornographic performances 

and materials” [34 (c)].

In Article 3 of the 2000 Optional Protocol on the Sale of Children (OPSC) state parties are required to 

criminalise sexual exploitation of children in the context of what is defined as sale of children. sexual 

exploitation of children in the context of what is defined as sale of children.1 The 2007 Council of Europe 

Convention on the Protection of Children against Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse (Lanzarote 

Convention) refers to child sexual exploitation and child sexual abuse in articles 18 to 23 and in its Preamble 

refers to “the sexual exploitation of children, in particular child pornography and prostitution”.2 Non-

binding instruments also refer to sexual exploitation of children, although they normally do not provide a 

specific definition of the acts covered by this term.

1 UN General Assembly (2000), “Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and 

child pornography”, A/RES/54/263 of 25 May 2000, Article 1(a)(i)a.

2 Council of Europe, Convention on the Protection of Children against Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse, October 2012, Preamble.

Casting Light on the Care, Recovery and 
(Re)integration Needs of Commercially 
Sexually Exploited Children
From the voices of children, adult survivors and their service 
providers in Nepal, the Philippines and Thailand
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https://ecpat.be/en/fighting-impunity-of-transnational-child-sex-offenders-what-is-the-impact-of-the-belgian-extraterritorial-legislation/
https://ecpat.be/en/fighting-impunity-of-transnational-child-sex-offenders-what-is-the-impact-of-the-belgian-extraterritorial-legislation/
https://ecpat.be/en/fighting-impunity-of-transnational-child-sex-offenders-what-is-the-impact-of-the-belgian-extraterritorial-legislation/
https://ecpat.be/en/fighting-impunity-of-transnational-child-sex-offenders-what-is-the-impact-of-the-belgian-extraterritorial-legislation/
http://www.ecpat.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/A4A_V2_AF_BURKINA-FASO_2016.pdf
http://www.ecpat.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/A4A-Laos_2017_Final-1.pdf
http://www.ecpat.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/A4A2011_MENA_LEBANON.pdf
http://www.ecpat.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/A4A_V2_AF_MALAWI.pdf
http://www.globalstudysectt.org/global-report/
http://www.globalstudysectt.org/global-report/
http://www.globalstudysectt.org/global-report/
http://www.ecpat.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/PowerImpunityandAnonymity.pdf
http://www.ecpat.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/PowerImpunityandAnonymity.pdf
http://www.ecpat.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/PowerImpunityandAnonymity.pdf
http://www.ecpat.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/PowerImpunityandAnonymity.pdf
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Luxembourg Guidelines on terminology released

When describing the sexual 
exploitation of children, 
irresponsible or ill-informed 
use of terminology can trivialize 
or sensationalize the issue, 
stigmatize victims and make it 
difficult to raise awareness or 
facilitate enlightened discourse. 

In June 2016, ECPAT and 18 
others partner organizations 
took steps towards remedying 
this problem with the release of 
the Terminology Guidelines for 
the Protection of Children from 
Sexual Exploitation and Sexual 
Abuse. The Guidelines, are an 
important step in strengthening 
collaboration to address sexual 
exploitation and sexual abuse 
of children. They developed 

and formalised consensus on 
terminology relating to child 
sexual exploitation. 

For example, the Report warns 
that the unqualified use of 
the terms “pornography” and 
“prostitution” in relation to 
the sexual abuse of children 
can lend a sense of normalcy 
and legitimacy to offending 
by implying that the child has 
transactional agency or has 
provided some degree of consent, 
which for children is not the case. 
Below are some other terms 
that the Guidelines say that are 
commonly used when describing 
the sexual exploitation of children, 
but that it is better to avoid, or 
use with caution:

The Guidelines have since been translated into French and Spanish.

better 
to 
use

better 
to 
use

better 
to 
use

better 
to 
use

“(ONLINE) CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE MATERIAL” 
or 

“CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE IMAGES” 

CHILD PORNOGRAPHY
“CHILD TRAFFICKED FOR SEXUAL PURPOSES” 

or 
“CHILD EXPLOITED THROUGH/IN/

FOR PROSTITUTION” 
CHILD PROSTITUTION

“SEXUAL EXPLOITATION OF CHILDREN 
IN TRAVEL AND TOURISM”

CHILD SEX TOURISM

“TRAVELING CHILD SEX OFFENDER” 
or 

“TRANSNATIONAL CHILD SEX OFFENDER.”

CHILD SEX TOURIST

http://luxembourgguidelines.org/
http://luxembourgguidelines.org/
http://luxembourgguidelines.org/
http://luxembourgguidelines.org/
http://luxembourgguidelines.org/fr/version-francaise/
http://luxembourgguidelines.org/es/spanish-version-es/
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Challenging and reinforcing the law in South Korea 

ECPAT has worked with the 
Government of the Republic of 
Korea to develop more victim-
focused laws. With ECPAT’s help, 
the Act on the Protection of 
Children and Juveniles against 
Sexual Abuse was amended in 
2017 to ensure that police and 
prosecutors now treat children 
as victims, rather than offenders, 
in all cases of sexual exploitation. 
Previously, children were referred 
to as “counterpart(s)” under the 
law, which mean they were not 
regarded as “victims” and could 
not, therefore, be sheltered 
in care centres. The revised 
Act is now before the National 
Assembly. 

Meanwhile, ECPAT Korea has 
been working with the Ministry 
of Justice, Ministry of Gender 

Equality and Family and the 
Ministry of Health and Welfare to 
develop a more comprehensive 
protection system for victims, 
including through training 
programmes for police officers 
and prosecutors. 

These efforts have included 
joint action on the prevention 
of child sexual exploitation in 
the wake of the murder of a 
teenage girl in a motel. ECPAT 
Korea acted as secretariat for 
a coordinated response, from 
issuing a statement to monitoring 
the trials and holding a joint press 
conference with 93 organizations. 
The offender was eventually 
found guilty, and received a 40 
year prison term.
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Protegiendo a Niñas, Niños y Adolescentes contra  la Explotación Sexual en líneaUNA GUÍA PARA LA ACCIÓN 
PARA LÍDERES Y COMUNIDADES 
RELIGIOSAS 

Enhanced understanding of the role of faith-based organizations

prevention of violence against 
children.  

This event, co-hosted with 
Arigatou International and 
International Network of Engaged 
Buddhists, established the Asian 
Buddhists Network for Child 
Protection: a new framework that 
will encourage religious leaders to 
take action in preventing violence 
against children, particularly, the 
sexual exploitation of children.

The Special Representative of the 
United Nations Secretary General 
on Violence against Children, 
Marta Santos, Pais, told the 
Buddhist leaders, “You are leaders 
in the process of change needed 
to build a world of peace, justice, 
solidarity and joy for every child, a 
world where violence, in whatever 
form and whatever circumstance, 
finds no justification or excuse.” 

The Guides have since been 
translated into French and 
Spanish.  

Protéger les enfants 

contre l’exploitation 

sexuelle en ligne

UN GUIDE D’ACTION POUR  

LES CHEFS RELIGIEUX ET LES  

COMMUNAUTÉS RELIGIEUSES

Protecting Children 
from Online  
Sexual Exploitation
A GUIDE TO ACTION 
FOR RELIGIOUS LEADERS  
AND COMMUNITIES

Religious leaders and faith 
communities are vital partners 
in the fight against sexual 
exploitation of children. 

In May 2017, ECPAT International 
and Religions for Peace launched 
its first ever guide for religious 
leaders and communities: 
Protecting Children from 
Online Sexual Exploitation: a 
Guide to Action for Religious 
Leaders and Communities 
at the Global Network for 
Religions for Children’s Forum in 
Panama City. The event brought 
together more than 400 religious 
leaders, members of diverse 
faith communities, faith-based 
organizations, child-rights 
organizations and UN agencies.

This was one of a number of 
highlights related to the role of 
faith-based organizations during 
the year, which also included 
a two-day consultation with 
Buddhist leaders from Thailand, 
Myanmar, Cambodia, Laos, Sri 
Lanka and Viet Nam on the 

http://www.ecpat.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Proteger-les-enfants-contre-lexploitation-sexuelle-en-ligne.pdf
http://www.ecpat.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/FBO-Guide-for-Religious-Leaders-and-Communities_SPA.pdf
http://www.ecpat.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/FBO-Guide-for-Religious-Leaders-and-Communities_ENG.pdf
http://www.ecpat.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/FBO-Guide-for-Religious-Leaders-and-Communities_ENG.pdf
http://www.ecpat.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/FBO-Guide-for-Religious-Leaders-and-Communities_ENG.pdf
http://www.ecpat.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/FBO-Guide-for-Religious-Leaders-and-Communities_ENG.pdf
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The Internet is also fertile territory 
for the grooming of children 
by offenders and for the live 
streaming of the exploitation 
of children – even by their own 
families – for the gratification of 
offenders hundreds of thousands 
of miles away.

Ending the proliferation of online 
child sexual exploitation and 
abuse represents a significant 
global challenge for law 
enforcement and others. But 
recent international cooperation 
between law enforcement and 
across sectors has advanced 
efforts to identify and rescue 
victims. 

Our approach
ECPAT International works with 
law enforcement, tech companies 
and many others to tackle the 
online sexual exploitation of 
children online. Our work aims 
to shine light into the darkest 
corners of the web, from 
supporting the identification 
of victims to shutting down the 
online avenues that allow the 
exploitation of children.

The past year has seen ECPAT 
International ramp up its support 
for the use of the WePROTECT 
Model National Response; 
collaborate with law enforcement 
to accelerate the identification 
of victims online; bring together 
governments, the private sector 
and many others to tackle the 
online sexual exploitation of 
children; and raise awareness of 
the risks. 

Ending the online sexual exploitation of children 

The extremely 
rapid expansion 
of Internet and 

mobile technology 
has made it easier 

for offenders to 
produce sexual 
abuse material, 
find like-minded 
offenders, store 

and share content, 
and hide both 

their offences and 
their profits. As a 
result, millions of 

images and videos 
of child sexual 
abuse material 
are exchanged 

across the globe 
every day. 
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•	 	ECPAT Member organizations 
in Uzbekistan, Stellit and 
Istiqbolli Avlod, made waves 
with the “10 Safety Rule” 
dance, which has been 
shared far beyond Uzbekistan 
itself. The dance highlights 
10 principles of safe online 
behaviour, the main risks 
that children face and how 
to respond, and features 
traditional dance steps from 
Uzbekistan. A training module 
“I know. You Know. We know” 
has been launched, and 
volunteers are introducing the 
dance at colleges, schools and 
community centres throughout 
the capital city, Tashkent.

Selected results 
2016/17  
•	 The ECPAT Secretariat has 

continued to advocate for 
the implementation of the 
WePROTECT Model National 
Response, which provides 
guidance for countries on 
how best to address the 
online sexual exploitation of 
children. December 2016 saw 
ECPAT provide the framework 
for the first-ever regional 
training programme on this 
issue, organized in Dhaka, 
Bangladesh with invaluable 
support from ECPAT Members 
– Aparajeyo Bangladesh, 
Association of Community 
Development and Ain-O-
Shalish Kendra. This was 
followed by a regional training 
for South Asia, held in New 
Delhi, India, in July. Funded by 
the Human Dignity Foundation 
and Terre des Hommes 
Netherlands. The training also 
received strong support from 
ECPAT Members STOP and 
Sanlaap. 

•	 ECPAT International is a partner 
in I-CARE, an INTERPOL-led 
and EU-funded project that 
started in January 2016. It aims 
at developing a global indicator 
to measure the number and 
profile of unidentified victims 
in the International Child 
Sexual Exploitation Database, 
housed at INTERPOL. The 
research and resulting metrics 
will be the first of its kind to 
be produced from INTERPOL’s 
database.  
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Closing down avenues for online exploitation in Canada

Beyond Borders, ECPAT Member 
in Canada, has joined a coalition 
of organizations advocating 
for M-47, a motion to protect 
children from exposure to sexual 
violence online. M-47 instructs 
the Standing Committee on 
Health to examine the public 
health impact of easy access to 
violent, degrading and sexually 
explicit material online.  

In January, Beyond Borders also 
called on the Government of 
Canada to follow the lead of 
the United States in shutting 
down backpage.ca escort 
services ads, after a US Senate 
subcommittee investigation found 
that the website’s ads for escort 
services knowingly facilitated 
sex trafficking, especially the 
trafficking of minors.

“We call on our government to do the same and protect 
children from child sexual exploitation and sex trafficking.”

Darlene Newton, 
President of Beyond Borders ECPAT Canada 

•	 In November 2016, the  
ECPAT Sweden Nordic 
Forum against Child Sexual 
Exploitation Online was held in 
Stockholm with support from 
the Swedish Government. 
More than 200 organizations 
and individuals attended, 
including the Swedish 
Minister of Justice, Morgan 
Johansson and the Minister 
for Children and the Elderly 
and Minister for Gender 
Equality, Åsa Regnér. The 
initiatives developed by the 
participants under the heading 
of #ecpatchallenge included 
action plans on a whole range 
of topics, such as terminology, 
child protection and child 
empowerment online, Agenda 
2030, new tech solutions and 
prevention. ECPAT and other 
participants will follow-up on 
all of these plans. 
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As well as the personal damage 
inflicted by this crime, it also 
causes long-term damage to 
communities in countries with 
weak legal frameworks, ineffective 
law enforcement and lack of other 
opportunities to earn an income. 

Approach 
Having produced and published 
the greatest pool of information 
ever gathered on this crime in 
the Global Study on the Sexual 
Exploitation of Children in Travel 
and Tourism, ECPAT and its global 
partners are now looking ahead to 
the concrete implementation of 
its recommendations. Throughout 
the year under review, the Study 
was shared globally, at dozens of 
international events and forums, 
and has generated widespread 
interest and commitment from 
governments, companies and 
others.

The past year has seen ECPAT 
and its members push for the full 
implementation of the Study’s 
recommendations; continue to 
promote the findings of the Study; 
and support new declarations and 
policies.
 

Protecting children from sexual exploitation  
in travel and tourism

The sexual 
exploitation of 

children in travel 
and tourism 
is a global 

phenomenon 
that has, to date, 

outpaced all 
efforts to respond. 

No country is 
immune, and 

that the lines that 
once distinguished 

source, 
destination and 
transit countries 
are increasingly 
blurred. There 

is no typical 
offender, and no 

typical victim. 

http://www.globalstudysectt.org/global-report/
http://www.globalstudysectt.org/global-report/
http://www.globalstudysectt.org/global-report/
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Selected results 
2016/17 

•	 	ECPAT served as the secretariat 
to the High-Level Global 
Taskforce for the Protection of 
Children in Travel and Tourism 
that will work to implement 
the recommendations of the 
Study. It met in Madrid in 
January 2017 and will build 
on existing initiatives from 
governments; the United 
Nations and international and 
regional entities, including 
law enforcement; the private 
sector and civil society 
organizations. Tourism is a 
vital aspect of sustainability. 
The Global Study has already 
helped to embed the 
protection of children against 
sexual exploitation within 
the sustainability efforts 
of the UN World Tourism 
Organization (UNWTO). 
ECPAT and the Global Study 
partners advocated for 
the transformation of the 
UNWTO’s code on travel and 
tourism into a legally-binding 
UN Framework Convention on 
Tourism Ethics; 
 

•	 In a move signalling greater 
commitment to sustainable 
tourism and child protection 
by the business sector, FIFA, 
UEFA and the Commonwealth 
Games Federation have 
incorporated a human rights 
policy into their bidding and 
host city requirements. FIFA 
in particular set up a human 
rights advisory board, which 
includes ECPAT partner, Terre 
des Hommes; 

•	 	The potential dangers to 
children in the tourism industry 
posed by “voluntourism” 
have been given greater 
attention this year, thanks 
to lobbying efforts by ECPAT 
and number of partners. The 
Code has now introduced 
guidelines for companies with 
voluntourism packages and 
some major travel companies 
such as Projects Abroad and 
World Challenge have ended 
programmes that include visits 
to orphanages; 

•	 	Both Australia and the US, in 
reports on modern slavery, 
recognized orphanages 
as destination points for 
trafficked children where there 
is great potential for sexual 
exploitation owing to the lack 
of regulation and oversight;

•	 	More than 30 participants 
from 19 countries, including 
representatives from NGOs 
and academia, came together 
in March 2017 at the ITB 
Travel Fair in Berlin to develop 
the Berlin Declaration on 
“Transforming Tourism”. The 
Declaration sets out a vision 
of a future where every child 
is protected from sexual 
exploitation, as well as a 
commitment to achieving the 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development: a just, inclusive 
and equal world. ECPAT 
Germany, Fundación Renacer 
(ECPAT Colombia) and ECPAT 
Netherlands have played a key 
role in the development of the 
Declaration, which is now open 
for further endorsement by 
concerned organisations and 
individuals;

•	 	ECPAT Member in Peru, 
CHS Alternativo, within the 
framework of the ‘Fly Free’ 
Movement and in coordination 
with the Public Ministry, 
trained ground and air staff at 
the Iquitos Airport on how to 
identify, report and prevent 
human trafficking and the 
sexual exploitation of children; 
and 

•	 	In August, ECPAT Members 
led a Don’t Look Away social 
media campaign to heighten 
public awareness of sexual 
exploitation of children in 
travel and tourism. Social 
media material prepared by 
ECPAT Netherlands included 
a “Thunderclap” around the 
2016 Olympic Games in Rio 
de Janeiro with the message: 
“Not everyone is enjoying 
the #holidays and #OS2016. 
Witness of child sex tourism? 
Report! #DONTLOOKAWAY”



ECPAT International
18

The Code
The Code initiative links the private sector of travel and tourism with  
non-government and law enforcement sectors. Member companies of The 
Code promise to implement six steps to improve child protection, ranging 
from the inclusion of child-protection policies throughout their supply chain, 

to training staff, to communicating with customers.  ECPAT International hosts The Code Secretariat 
in Bangkok, providing financial, logistic and administrative support.

In 2017, 47 companies from 18 different countries joined The Code. These included high-profile 
new members such as Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport in Atlanta, Georgia, in the USA, and 
Luxair Group and AccorHotels Mexico.

The Code also launched its new Voluntourism Policy in November 2016 to address the specific 
challenges of child protection in the voluntourism or so-called ‘orphanage tourism’ sector. The 
Policy was developed in partnership with member companies, Local Code Representatives, UNICEF 
and the Better Care Network (BCN), and will apply to all new and existing members of The Code. 
The key principle is that The Code does not accept the membership of companies involved in 
voluntourism activities, which include orphanages and other forms of residential care for children. 

To learn more, visit: http://www.thecode.org/

http://www.thecode.org/
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Anti-Child Sex Tourism Ordinance Adopted in  
the Province of Bohol in the Philippines

After two years of intensive 
lobbying and networking by 
ECPAT and its partners with the 
local government and tourism 
businesses in the province 
of Bohol in the Philippines, a 
provincial ordinance against child 
sex tourism was finally enacted in 
June 2017 to cover all 47 towns in 
the province. 

Bohol Province is home to some 
of the most famous tourist 
attractions in the Philippines such 
as the Chocolate Hills, Tarsier 
Conservation Area, the Loboc 
River and many more. Tourist 
arrivals in Bohol almost doubled 
from just over 602,000 in 2015 
to almost 1.2 million in 2016, 
and cases of sexual abuse and 
exploitation, especially among 
poor children children have 
been reported in many tourist 
destinations. 

The 2017 Anti-Child Sex Tourism 
Ordinance in the Province of 

Bohol requires all tourism 
establishments in the province to 
develop and implement a child 
protection policy, from hotels 
to tour-guide services, and from 
museums to spas. To ensure 
compliance with their own child 
protection policies, businesses are 
also mandated to provide regular 
training for their staff on how to 
handle potential cases of sexual 
exploitation that may arise on 
their watch.

This success was driven by the 
connections developed with key 
decision-makers in the Municipal 
Council and influencers in the 
business sector. As the national 
coordinator of The Code in the 
Philippines, ECPAT helped develop  
a partnership with the Bohol 
Association of Hotels, Resorts and 
Restaurants, the largest network 
of its kind in the province. The 
Association’s endorsement of the 
draft ordinance helped to ensure 
its adoption.
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According to the United Nations 
Office on Drugs and Crime in 
2014, one in three known victims 
of trafficking were children, with 
many trafficked for the purpose 
of sexual exploitation. There are 
no exact figures on the number 
of children who are trafficked, but 
trafficking occurs across borders 
or within individual countries. No 
child can give informed consent 
to their own exploitation through 
trafficking, and whether they are 
trafficked as migrants looking for 
work, lured through trickery and 
deceit, or trafficked by force, this 
is a crime.  

Our approach
ECPAT works continually to 
produce best-practice guidelines, 
research and resources to raise 
awareness of the issue of child 
trafficking. We contribute to 
global, regional and national 
policy papers and legislation 
related to trafficking and speak 
out on this issue at every level to 
advocate on behalf of vulnerable 
children.

The past year has seen ECPAT 
Members reach out to vulnerable 
migrant children in western 
Europe; speak out on failures to 
uphold the rights of trafficking 
victims; foster cross-regional 
learning; and look more closely 
at what happens to trafficking 
victims after they are rescued.

Halting the trafficking of children

Trafficking in children 
is the recruitment, 

transportation, 
transfer, harboring 
or receipt of a child 
for the purpose of 

exploitation. 
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Selected results 
2016/17 

•	 ECPAT sat on the Council of 
Europe’s Advisory Committee, 
and was also part of the 
European Commission Civil 
Society Platform against 
Trafficking in Human Beings, 
and has attended regular 
sessions during this period;

•	 	With funding from the 
European Union, ECPAT’s 
ReACT Project on Exploitation 
and Trafficking continued 
to publish and distribute a 
set of clear, easy-to-read 
booklets for vulnerable and 
isolated children in danger in 
Belgium, France, Germany, 
the Netherlands and the UK. 
Published in 12 languages, 
these “What are your rights” 
booklets provide children not 
only with practical advice, but 
details of specific people and 
organizations who can give 
them the support they and 
their friends need;

•	 	ECPAT UK has been particularly 
active on the rights of child 
trafficking victims over the 
past year. In November, a joint 
report published with the 
organization called Missing 
People Heading back to harm: 
A study on trafficked and 

unaccompanied children going 
missing from care in the UK, 
found that such children are 
going missing from UK care 
at an “alarmingly high” rate. 
More than 25 percent of all 
trafficked children and over 
500 unaccompanied asylum-
seeking children who had 
been identified went missing 
at least once in the year to 
September 2015, while 207 
have never been found. At 
the same time, data from 217 
local authorities across the UK 
revealed “deeply concerning” 
inconsistencies in identifying 
and recording information on 
these vulnerable children, with 
many authorities unable to 
report on overall numbers of 
trafficked and unaccompanied 
children in their care. Last year, 
700 children were identified 
as victims of child trafficking 
in the UK, but with as many as 
13,000 people thought to be 
living in conditions of slavery 
in the UK, it is clear that these 
reported cases are just the tip 
of the iceberg;

•	 	In August 2016, ECPAT 
International was invited by 
the Bangkok Child Protection 
Project led by the Jesuit 
Refugee Service to provide 
a training session for Somali 
children seeking refuge in 

Thailand. Eight children 
aged 15 to 18 took part in 
the training. The purpose 
was to give them a greater 
understanding of human 
trafficking, the dangers 
involved and how, under 
international law, they are 
protected against this crime. 
Most importantly, there was 
a specific focus on how to 
recognise and avoid situations 
in which one could be 
trafficked; 

•	 Senior delegations from 
Thailand’s Division of Anti-
Trafficking and from the 
Ministry of Social Development 
and Human Security travelled 
to Japan and the UK in 
September 2016. As part of 
these study visits, the Thai 
delegates met ECPAT/STOP 
Japan and ECPAT UK; and 

•	 	ECPAT provided support to the 
work of the Special Rapporteur 
on Trafficking in Persons, 
Especially Women and 
Children, including through 
the facilitation of her country 
visits, updating her on available 
research and evidence, and 
identifying inputs on policy and 
legal issues.  
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Uber to the rescue with ECPAT - USA

In December 2016, in the USA,  
Sacramento area driver helped 
a girl, 16, escape from a human 
trafficking operation. The driver, 
who had previously received 
training in human trafficking 
prevention through ECPAT USA, 
noticed suspicious behavior 
during a trip and reported it to 
police. 

Because of this training, from 
Phoenix to Philadelphia, drivers 
have been credited with helping 
break up operations and aiding 
victims of human trafficking.

Since 2016, Uber has worked with 
ECPAT-USA to develop resources 
for drivers to help identify and 
report human trafficking. Uber 

is the first and only company in 
the on-demand space to sign 
the global Responsible Business 
Initiative to protect children from 
trafficking. Now, Uber will be 
proactively providing a way for 
driver-partners to be aware of and 
feel comfortable reaching out to 
the National Human Trafficking 
Hotline.

Uber plans to provide information 
on trafficking to its U.S. drivers 
via an in-app message. The 
message includes tips on how to 
spot potential human trafficking 
and ways to report it. Additional 
educational information 
developed with partners like 
ECPAT-USA will be made available 
to drivers on Uber’s website.
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Trafficking victims saved in Sri Lanka

Two ECPAT Member organizations 
stepped in to help trafficking 
victims in August 2016, when they 
learned that a group of Nepali 
women and girls were being held 
in Sri Lanka and were about to be 
trafficked to the Middle East. 

Representatives from Maiti Nepal 
and PEaCE/ECPAT Sri Lanka were 
in Colombo for ECPAT’s South 
Asia Regional Consultation when 
they heard about the case. They 
immediately consulted the local 
authorities to help with the rescue 
and repatriation of the victims.

With the help of the Sri Lankan 
Department of Immigration and 
Emigration, and aided by one 
woman who had escaped, 18 girls 
and women were rescued. The 
women and girls have now been 
repatriated from Sri Lanka through 
the joint efforts of the Nepalese 
and Sri Lankan authorities. 

The girls have been housed by 
Maiti Nepal, which continues to 
work closely with PEaCE/ECPAT Sri 
Lanka and the authorities to bring 
the perpetrators to justice. 
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Training police in Indonesia

In Indonesia, police often lack 
the capacity to sensitively handle 
cases of child sexual exploitation. 
In the past this has resulted 
in evidence being lost or not 
collected, and investigation and 
interview procedures that further 
victimise children. Consequently, 
the number of cases that are sent 
to court is very low. 

ECPAT Indonesia has been working 
with the Indonesian police 
academy to develop a curriculum 

that is sensitive to the needs of 
child victims of sexual exploitation 
and to train trainers for the future. 
The curriculum has taken some 
years to develop and officers now 
receive training in investigative 
techniques and the needs of 
victims. An official version of the 
curriculum has now been printed 
by the Government. 

By the end of the year, more than 
30 officers had been trained.
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Sexual exploitation and refugee children 

Recent conflicts in places like 
Afghanistan, the Central African 
Republic, Iraq, Myanmar, South 
Sudan, Syria, and Yemen have 
seen this number increase 
significantly in recent years 
and today there are millions of 
displaced children around the 
globe. The current refugee crisis 
saw close to one million people 
arrive in Europe 2015 – 2016. 

Humanitarian crises always 
increase the vulnerability of 
children to sexual exploitation. 
For example, there is evidence of 
shocking levels of sexual violence 
against boys and girls coming from 
Syria; increased rates of child and 
forced marriage among girls in 
European refugee camps; sexual 
exploitation of child refugees from 
Syria, Afghanistan and Pakistan 
trying to make their way across 
Europe; and in Bangladesh, 
Rohingya girls in refugee camps 
are being trafficked for the 
purposes of sexual exploitation, 
with some Rohingya children 
being sexually exploited as far 
away as Malaysia. 

Around the globe, ECPAT 
Members are working to help 
protect these children from sexual 
exploitation. Some examples 
include:

•	 Network Member Aparajeyo 
Bangladesh has been working 
with orphaned Rohingya 
children in refugee camps to 
improve their living conditions, 
providing protection, create a 
child friendly environment and 
afford access to community 
and public services.  
 
 
 
 

In 2017, Rohingya refugees 
began fleeing Myanmar by foot 
and by boat into Bangladesh 
to escape ethnically 
motivated violence and about 
60 percent of displaced 
Rohingya are children. The 
risk of gender-based violence 
and sexual exploitation 
against these children is 
high with unaccompanied 
children at particular risk for 
human trafficking for sexual 
purposes, sexual exploitation 
through prostitution, and 
child marriage. Aparajeyo 
ensures that safe shelters and 
counselling are on offer, as 
well as recreational activities, 
training in life skills, games 
and sports. They also work 
to identify children in need 
of special protection or 
counselling. 

•	 In Lebanon, Network Member 
Dar Al Amal (DAA) has been 
working to help refugee 
children from the Syrian 
conflict for several years now. 
Through specialized protection 
centres, DAA has worked 
with thousands of children to 
protect them from all sorts of 
risks, but with a special focus 
on sexual exploitation. Those 
most in danger are street 
children, and children already 
forced to work. 

•	 ECPAT Members are also 
helping Rohingya refugees in 
Malaysia and Syrian refugees 
in Greece and Germany. 

The United Nations 
High Commissioner 
for Refugees says 

there are more than 
65.3 million displaced 

people around the 
world. They are 

escaping persecution, 
violence, a breakdown 
in the rule of law, and 
economic insecurity, 

and more than half are 
under the age of 18 

years. 
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Our approach
ECPAT works hard to ensure 
survivor voices are heard in 
advocacy messaging – and listens 
directly to children at risk of 
sexual exploitation. The past year 
saw the first-ever Global Survivors’ 
Forum and the new ‘Bill of Rights’, 
as well as our continued reliance 
on the Members of the ECPAT 
International Child and Youth 
Advisory Committee (EICYAC). 

Providing a voice to victims and survivors

Listening carefully to 
children can help us 

dramatically improve 
the way we approach 

our work. They can 
advise us on the best 
advocacy strategies 

and, most importantly, 
understand the issues 
that need immediate 

attention.  

Past research has, however, told 
us that many children feel too 
scared or ashamed to report their 
situation of abuse. They have also 
asked us, “How can we raise our 
voices when we are not aware of 
our rights?” 
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Providing a voice to victims and survivors

Selected results 
2016/17 

•	  In Japan in July 2017, ECPAT/
STOP Japan worked with 
KYOFUKAI to showcase an 
exhibition of the stories of 
girls who had survived sexual 
abuse. Its title “We were 
Prostituted” was chosen by 
the girls themselves, and 
this hard-hitting exhibition 
set out the reality of their 
lives and challenged the idea 
that children are ‘willing’ 
participants in their own 
exploitation; 

•	 In July, EICYAC focal points 
from Colombia, Dominican 
Republic and Peru conducted 
ECPAT’s first youth-led webinar 
as part of an online course 
on the sexual exploitation 
of children. The webinar 
presented their opinions on 
the benefits and risks of using 
social media and the Internet, 
as well as the perception 
of privacy. This information 
was drawn from a series of 
consultations with children in 
Colombia, Dominican Republic 
and Peru earlier in the year.  
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Global Survivors’ Forum

A child’s recovery from sexual 
exploitation continues well into 
adulthood and adult survivors 
of childhood sexual exploitation, 
if given the tools to do so, can 
become powerful champions 
for change. Until recently, 
however, there had been very few 
opportunities for them to seek 
help. 

In November 2016, ECPAT 
together with the Council of 
Europe organized the Global 
Forum for Adult Survivors of 
Childhood Sexual Exploitation. 
This landmark Forum, live-
streamed from the Council 
of Europe in Strasbourg, 
France, provided a platform 
for 15 survivors to be heard by 
governments and policy makers. 

With the backing of 30 Network 
Members and partners, a 
special exhibition featuring child 
survivors’ own artwork and 
stories was held, helping shine 
the spotlight onto their struggles, 
their path to recovery and also on 
their hopes for the future.

The Forum built on the findings of 
29 local consultations organized 
by ECPAT Members, involving 
adult survivors of childhood 
sexual exploitation in 25 countries 
between August and October 
2016. These participants shared 
their experiences, identified 
significant gaps in national 
laws and provided meaningful 
recommendations for the Global 
Survivors’ Forum. 

“Silence around the 
issue must be 

un-muted.”
 – Pakistan

 
“I thought I have been  
through the worst but  

today I have learned that  
many other women went 
through the same or even  

worst situations. I don’t feel 
alone anymore.”

– Sierra Leone

“We will come together,  
fight together and bring  

an end to this crime  
together.” 

– India

“A survivor is someone  
who doesn’t let their pain  

take over their life. They can  
let it go, turn it into  

fuel and power.” 

– Thailand

“An international platform 
for adult survivors must be 

created. Each member of this 
organization will sensitise local 
population of his/her country. 
They will be pioneers and all 

other survivors hidden will have 
the courage to denounce what 
happened in their life so that 

things can change.” 

– Côte d’Ivoire
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Youth Partnership Project in Thailand

With support from the ECPAT 
Foundation, young people in 
Thailand are being trained 
on child rights, the risks of 
online abuse, tactics to protect 
themselves and their friends, and 
when, where and how to report 
suspected online abuse. More 
than 30 young peer supporters 
from 10 network organizations 
have been trained, with 25 now 
running their own youth-led 
projects to campaign against 
the online sexual exploitation of 
children. 

Workshops demonstrated how 
theatre can raise awareness of 
online sexual exploitation and 
its dangers, and students have 
formed theatre groups that 
have performed for hundreds 
of community members. Other 
projects have included peer 
education, community contests, 
and radio programmes. 

Children participating in the 
programme were selected as 
child representatives by the 
CRC Coalition to draft inputs for 
Thailand’s Children’s Report for 
the UN Committee on the Rights 
of the Child in 2017. 
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QUESTIONS & RÉPONSES

DÉCLARATION DES DROITS POUR LES ENFANTS 

VICTIMES D’EXPLOITATION ET D’ABUS SEXUELS :  

Beaucoup d’entre vous ont probablement entendu parlé, ou vu, voire 

participé au processus d’élaboration de cette Déclaration des droits. 

Toutefois, pour que nous comprenions tous comment utiliser cet outil, 

le promouvoir, et surtout comment l’expliquer aux professionnels et aux 

enfants, nous avons élaboré une série de questions & réponses qui, nous 

l’espérons, vous apporteront les informations et indications nécessaires.  

1.  Pourquoi était-il nécessaire 
de créer cette Déclaration des 
droits pour les enfants victimes 
d’exploitation et d’abus sexuels ?
Aujourd’hui, les enfants ont encore trop souvent peur 

et honte de dénoncer l’abus et l’exploitation qu’ils 

ont subis. De plus, de nombreux d’entre eux ignorent 

qu’ils sont les victimes d’un crime et que ce statut 

leur donne le droit d’accéder à la justice et à des 

recours particuliers, adaptés à leur intérêt. 

Les résultats de la recherche sur l’accès à la justice 

et les recours pour les victimes d’exploitation 

sexuelle, une étude multipays initiée par ECPAT en 

2014 — au sein de laquelle les voix d’enfants issus 

de nombreux pays ont été incluses, y compris plus 

de 100 survivants d’ESEC provenant de Thaïlande, 

de Tanzanie, d’Inde, de Moldavie, du Népal et des 

Philippines — a confirmé que l’un des obstacles 

principaux pour que les enfants aient accès à la 

justice, est le faible niveau de connaissances qu’ils 

ont concernant leurs droits.Alors qu’il existe de nombreuses versions adaptées 

aux enfants de la Convention relative aux droits 

de l’enfant, il n’y a que très peu, voire aucun, 

document adapté aux enfants discutant ou traitant 

spécifiquement des droits des enfants victimes de 

violence, en particulier d’exploitation sexuelle et 

d’abus sexuel. Les enfants victimes d’exploitation 

et d’abus sexuels ont des besoins uniques qui 

sont par conséquent souvent non reconnus par le 

secteur judiciaire, les assistants sociaux et les autres 

professionnels de la protection de l’enfant.
La Déclaration des droits a donc pour but de 

combler ces lacunes et : � d’expliquer aux enfants ce que sont les 

abus et l’exploitation sexuels, et qu’ils sont 

victimes d’un crime, et non pas ceux qui 

violent la loi.

 � de sensibiliser les enfants victimes 

concernant leur droit d’être protégé contre 

l’exploitation et l’abus sexuels ;
 � de les aider à comprendre comment ils 

peuvent demander de l’aide et chercher à 

obtenir réparation.  2.  Est-ce que la Déclaration des droits 

introduit de nouveaux droits ?
La Déclaration des droits pour les enfants victimes 

d’exploitation n’apporte pas de nouveaux droits, 

mais souligne ceux existant déjà en se concentrant 

sur la problématique de l’exploitation sexuelle 

des enfants. Cette déclaration est basée sur les 

traités approuvés au niveau international comme 

le protocole facultatif à la Convention relative 

aux droits de l’enfant, sur la vente des enfants, 

la prostitution des enfants et la pornographie 

mettant en scène des enfants, la convention de 

l’OIT numéro 182 sur l’élimination des pires formes 

de travail des enfants, la Charte africaine des 

droits et du bien-être de l’enfant, et la Convention 

de Lanzarote.
3.  Comment la Déclaration des droits 

a-t-elle été élaborée et pourquoi 
est-elle également connue sous 
le nom du poster « Connaitre tes 
droits c’est important » ?  
Suite aux résultats de la recherche sur l’accès 

à la justice et aux recours pour les victimes 

d’exploitation sexuelle, la Déclaration des droits 

a été élaborée puis façonnée et validée par trois 

séries de consultations auprès de plus de 400 

enfants et jeunes issus de 28 pays , dont la majorité 

sont des survivants d’ESE.  
 

ОТВЕТЫ HA  ВАШИ 
ВОПРОСЫ!

БИЛЛЬ О ПРАВАХ ДЕТЕЙ, ПОСТРАДАВШИХ ОТ СЕКСУАЛЬНОЙ ЭКСПЛУАТАЦИИ И НАСИЛИЯ:

Многие из вас уже слышали о нем, видели или даже участвовали в разработке 
Билля о правах. Однако, для того, чтобы мы все понимали, как использовать, 
продвигать и, что особенно важно, объяснять этот инструмент специалистам 
и детям, мы разработали  ряд вопросов и ответов, с помощью которых мы 
надеемся дать вам необходимые рекомендации и информацию.  1.  Зачем мы разработали Билль о правах детей, пострадавших от сексуальной эксплуатации и насилия?

В современном мире вопрос сообщения о насилии или эксплуатации для детей все еще тесно связан с чувствами страха или стыда. Более того, многие дети даже не подозревают, что являются жертвами преступления, а также что этот статус дает им право на доступ к особому правосудию и защите, которые созданы для обеспечения их лучших интересов.   Результаты Исследования о доступе пострадавших от сексуальной эксплуатации к правосудию и защите, международного исследования, которое было проведено организацией ЭКПАТ в 2014 г, подтвердили, что именно низкий уровень информированности детей об их правах и является одним из основных барьеров на пути к правосудию. В этом исследовании участвовали многие страны, в том числе более 100 пострадавших из Таиланда, Танзании, Индии, Молдовы, Непала и Филиппин.   
Существует множество версий Конвенции о правах ребенка, адаптированных для детей, но есть очень мало, если они вообще существуют, документов, которые в доступном для детей изложении, освещают права детей, пострадавших от насилия, и в частности от сексуальной эксплуатации. Дети, пострадавшие от сексуальной эксплуатации и насилия, имеют особые потребности, которые часто остаются незамеченными представителями сектора правосудия, опекунами и защитниками прав ребенка.  

Поэтому Билль о правах – это попытка восполнить этот пробел и:  � рассказать детям, что такое сексуальное насилие и эксплуатация, а также то, что они являются жертвами преступления, а не правонарушителями; 

 � проинформировать пострадавших детей о праве на защиту от сексуальной эксплуатации и насилия;  � помочь им понять, как они могут обратиться за помощью и искать защиты. 

2.  Предоставляет ли Билль  о правах какие-либо новые права?
Билль о правах не предоставляет новых прав детям, пострадавшим от сексуальной эксплуатации, однако он освещает существующие права с точки зрения сексуальной эксплуатации детей. Он основан на положениях международных договоров, таких как Факультативный протокол к Конвенции ООН о правах ребенка,  касающийся торговли детьми, детской проституции и детской порнографии, Конвенции МОТ, в частности 182-я о запрещении и немедленных мерах по искоренению наихудших форм детского труда,  Африканская хартия прав и благополучия детей, а также Лансаротская конвенция.

3.  Как создавался Билль о правах, и почему он известен под названием плакат «Знай Свои Права»?  
Исходя из результатов Исследования о доступе пострадавших от сексуальной эксплуатации к правосудию и защите, была создана концепция Билля о правах, которая была доработана и обсуждена во время трех раундов консультаций с более 400 детьми и молодежью из 28 стран , большинство из которых были пострадавшими от КСЭД. 

Во время первого раунда, дети и молодежь определили, какие права, и информация должны быть освящены в Билле о правах. Они также предложили оформить Билль о правах в виде плаката. 

PREGUNTAS & RESPUESTAS

LA CARTA DE DERECHOS PARA NIÑAS, NIÑOS Y 

ADOLESCENTES VÍCTIMAS DE LA EXPLOTACIÓN 

Y EL ABUSO SEXUAL: 

Muchos/as de ustedes probablemente ya han escuchado, visto o hasta 

participado en la elaboración de esta Carta de Derechos. Sin embargo, para 

que todos/as nosotros/as entendamos cómo debemos utilizar, promover 

y sobre todo explicar esta herramienta a los y las profesionales y a las niñas, 

niños y jóvenes, hemos creado una serie de preguntas & respuestas que, 

esperamos, ofrezcan la información y guía necesarias. 

1.  ¿Por qué existe la necesidad de 

elaborar una Carta de Derechos para 

las niñas, niños y adolescentes víctimas 

de la explotación y el abuso sexual?

Actualmente, las niñas, niños y adolescentes aún 

sienten demasiado temor y vergüenza como para 

denunciar su abuso y explotación. Además, muchos/

as de ellos/as tampoco están conscientes de que son 

víctimas de un delito y este estatus les da el derecho 

de acceder a la justicia y a reparaciones específicas 

adaptables a sus mejores intereses. 

Los resultados de la Investigación sobre el Acceso 

a la Justicia y la Compensación de las Víctimas de 

la Explotación Sexual, un estudio de varios países 

iniciado por ECPAT en 2014 – en el cual las voces 

de niñas, niños y adolescentes de una variedad de 

países fueron escuchadas, incluyendo a más de 100 

sobrevivientes de la ESNNA de Tailandia, Tanzania, 

India, Moldavia, Nepal y Filipinas – confirmó que una 

de las principales barreras que enfrentan las niñas, 

niños y adolescentes para acceder a la justicia es un 

bajo nivel de conocimiento sobre sus derechos.

Aunque hay diversas versiones amigables con las 

niñas, niños y adolescentes de la Convención sobre 

los Derechos del Niño, existen muy pocos, si es 

que los hay, documentos amigables con las niñas, 

niños y adolescentes que discutan o expliquen los 

derechos de las niñas, niños y adolescentes víctimas 

de la violencia, particularmente la explotación 

sexual y el abuso sexual. Por lo tanto, las niñas, niños 

y adolescentes víctimas de la explotación y el abuso 

sexual tienen necesidades únicas que con frecuencia 

no son reconocidas por los proveedores del sector 

justicia, cuidadores/as y otros/as profesionales 

dedicados a la protección de las niñas, niños y 

adolescentes.

Por lo tanto, la Carta de Derechos intenta 

llenar este vacío y:  � explicar a las niñas, niños y jóvenes qué es el 

abuso y la explotación sexual y explicarles que 

ellos/as son víctimas de un delito y no los/las que 

están violando la ley;  � concientizar a las niñas, niños y adolescentes 

víctimas sobre su derecho a la protección contra 

la explotación y el abuso sexual;

 � ayudarles a entender cómo pueden pedir ayuda y 

buscar reparaciones. 
2.  ¿La Carta de Derechos introduce 

derechos nuevos?La Carta de Derechos para niñas, niños y 

adolescentes víctimas de la explotación no 

introduce ningún derecho nuevo, sino que resalta los 

derechos existentes con un enfoque en el tema de 

la explotación sexual de niñas, niños y adolescentes. 

Proviene de tratados respaldados a nivel 

internacional, como el Protocolo Facultativo de la 

Convención sobre los Derechos del Niño relativo a la 

venta de niños, la prostitución infantil y la utilización 

de niños en la pornografía, los Convenios de la OIT, 

específicamente el Convenio número 182 sobre la 

prohibición de las peores formas de trabajo infantil, la 

Carta Africana sobre los Derechos y el Bienestar del 

Niño y el Convenio de Lanzarote. 

3.  ¿Cómo fue elaborada la Carta de 

Derechos y por qué también se 

conoce como el afiche “Conozca sus 

Derechos?  La Carta de Derechos fue redactada y luego 

moldeada y validada por medio de tres rondas de 

consultas con más de 400 niñas, niños y jóvenes de 

The Bill of Rights for Child Survivors of Sexual  
Exploitation and Abuse

ECPAT has developed a ‘Bill of 
Rights’ created with and for 
child victims. The Bill aims to 
educate child victims on their 
rights to remedy and reparations 
- specifically access to justice, 
recovery and reintegration, and 
compensation.

The ‘Bill of Rights’ brings the 
voices of survivors and existing 
rights under international law 
together in one child-friendly and 
accessible poster and website. 
The ‘Bill of Rights’ was developed 
and validated through three 
rounds of consultations organised 
by ECPAT Members with over 400 
children, most of them survivors 
of sexual exploitation, from 28 
countries around the world. The 
Bill was endorsed by survivors 
and launched in November 2016 
during the Global Survivors’ 
Forum in Strasbourg, France.

This endorsement was crucial. 
Survivors called for the wide 
dissemination of the ‘Bill of Rights’ 
at national and local levels, and 
for government action to ensure 
compliance. 

ECPAT International also 
presented the Bill to the eighth 
International Consultation of 
Child Helplines International in 
Bangkok in November, attended 
by representatives from over 100 
countries. This presentation was 
supported by members of the 
CHI Youth Advisory Council who 
contributed to its development. 

By April 2017, the “Know your 
Rights” poster was available in 
English, Bengali, French, Spanish, 
Russian, Hindi, Thai and Telugu. 
Additional formats will support 
the ‘Bill of Rights’ through closer 
cooperation with the judiciary and 
law enforcement agencies as well 
as education, social welfare and 
medical systems. A ‘Bill of Rights’ 
website is now being developed 
by ECPAT International as part of 
the plans for wider dissemination 
with partners globally. This will 
eventually be used as part of a 
global social media campaign that 
targets at risk children. 

Key reports on children’s voices

•	 Placing Children’s Voices at 
the Heart of Organisations 
that serve them: Lessons from 
governance with children who 
have experienced commercial 
sexual exploitation

This report was produced 
as part of a continuing 
partnership between ECPAT 
International and the 
Children’s Environments 
Research Group. Based on the 

Assessment of Young People’s 
Role in ECPAT’s Governance 
undertaken by Dr Roger 
Hart at the end of 2014, the 
findings have implications far 
beyond the ECPAT Network, 
and can contribute to the 
overall discussion on the role 
of children in organizational 
governance.

•	 RAW Testimonies. No more 
no less: Children surviving 
prostitution, published by 
ECPAT France retraces the 
lives of 16 children and young 
adults who have survived 
sexual exploitation, without 
being modified or sanitised 
in any way. The book was 
produced in collaboration with 
ECPAT Members and partners 
who run social rehabilitation 
and reintegration programmes: 
Undugu Society of Kenya 
(USK), UYDEL (Uganda Youth 
Development Link), FSCE 
(Forum on Sustainable Child 
Empowerment) in Ethiopia 
and Kiwohede (Kiota Women’s 
Health and Development 
Organization) in Tanzania.

QUESTIONS 
& ANSWERS

THE BILL OF RIGHTS FOR CHILD VICTIMS  
OF SEXUAL EXPLOITATION AND ABUSE: 

Many of you have heard, seen or even participated in the development 
of this Bill of Rights. In order for all of us to understand how this 
tool should be used, promoted and most importantly explained to 
professionals and children, we’ve elaborated a number of Questions 
and Answers which, we hope, will provide you with the necessary 
guidance and information. 

1.  Why the need to elaborate the 
Bill of Rights for child victims of 
sexual exploitation and abuse?

Today, children are still too often fearful and 
ashamed to report their abuse and exploitation. 
Moreover, many are also unaware that they are 
victims of a crime and that this status gives them 
the right to access justice and remedies adapted 
to their best interests.

The results of the Access to Justice and 
Remedies Research for Victims of Sexual 
Exploitation, a multi-country study initiated by 
ECPAT in 2014 - in which the voices of children 
from a range of countries were heard, including 
over 100 SEC (Sexual Exploitation of Children) 
survivors from Thailand, Tanzania, India, Moldova, 
Nepal and the Philippines - confirmed that one of 
the major barriers to children accessing justice 
is a low level of awareness of their rights.

While there are numerous child-friendly versions 
of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, 
there are few, if any, child-friendly documents 
specifically discussing or elucidating the rights 
of child victims of violence, particularly sexual 
exploitation and sexual abuse. Child victims of 
sexual exploitation and abuse have unique needs 
which can therefore go unacknowledged by 
justice sector providers, care-givers and other 
child protection professionals.

The Bill of Right therefore tries to fill this 
void by: 

 � Explaining to children what sexual abuse and 
exploitation is and telling them that they are 
the victims of a crime not the ones violating 
the law; 

 � Making child victims aware of their right to be 
protected from sexual exploitation and abuse;

 � Helping them understand how they can call for 
help and seek remedies. 

2.  Does the Bill of Rights introduce 
new rights?
The Bill of Rights for child victims of sexual 
exploitation and abuse does not introduce 
any new rights but instead highlights existing 
ones with a focus on the issue of child sexual 
exploitation. It is derived from internationally 
endorsed treaties, such as the Convention on 
the Rights of the Child’s Optional Protocol on 
Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child 
Pornography, the ILO Convention, specifically 
number 182 on the Elimination of the Worst 
Forms of Child Labour, the African Charter on the 
Rights and Welfare of Children, and the Lanzarote 
Convention.

3.  How was the Bill of Rights 
elaborated and why is it also 
known as the “Know Your Rights” 
poster? 
Following the results of the Access to Justice 
and Remedies Research for Victims of Sexual 
Exploitation, the Bill of Rights was drafted and 
then shaped and validated through three rounds 
of consultations with over 400 children and 
youth from 28 countries1 the majority of whom 
are survivors of SEC. 

In the first round, children and young people 
decided what rights and information should be 
included in the Bill of Rights. They are the ones 

http://www.ecpat.org/bill-of-rights/#/en
http://www.ecpat.org/bill-of-rights/#/en
http://www.ecpat.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/PLACING-THE-PERSPECTIVES-OF-CHILDREN-at-the-HEART_Thematic-Report.pdf
http://www.ecpat.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/PLACING-THE-PERSPECTIVES-OF-CHILDREN-at-the-HEART_Thematic-Report.pdf
http://www.ecpat.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/PLACING-THE-PERSPECTIVES-OF-CHILDREN-at-the-HEART_Thematic-Report.pdf
http://www.ecpat.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/PLACING-THE-PERSPECTIVES-OF-CHILDREN-at-the-HEART_Thematic-Report.pdf
http://www.ecpat.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/PLACING-THE-PERSPECTIVES-OF-CHILDREN-at-the-HEART_Thematic-Report.pdf
http://www.ecpat.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/PLACING-THE-PERSPECTIVES-OF-CHILDREN-at-the-HEART_Thematic-Report.pdf
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Sophie’s story: a survivor speaks out

Sophie, a 31-year-old feminist, 
activist and teacher, from Kenya, 
has come to represent hope for 
others who have been through 
similar experiences.

When she was 13, her family 
was struggling financially, and a 
relative offered to take her in and 
ensure her schooling. Instead, she 
was forced to stay home and do 
the household chores. She was 
then sexually abused by another 
relative for a year until – at last 
– her mother came to bring her 
back home to the family.  

She recalls emerging from her 
ordeal with only two choices in 
the absence of proper psycho-
social support: anger or hope. 
Having decided that anger was 
“not an option” because it would 
“not have provided a solution,” 
this left Sophie with only one 
option – hope – which she was 
determined to maintain at all 
costs.

Sophie believes that each person 
has a responsibility to “set the 
bar higher” – to “make the world 
better for those coming after.” 
And so, at the age of just 16, 
Sophie began volunteering. First 
for a local organization focused on 
youth development, and then for 
a non-governmental organization 
dedicated to combating human 
trafficking in Kenya and the rest 
of East Africa. Her reasoning was 
simple enough: “I wanted to help 
out because when I needed help, 
no one was around to assist.”

It was only when she began to 
volunteer in the area of human 
trafficking that Sophie started to 
come to terms with her own dark 
experiences. Now she found the 
support structure that she had 
lacked; people with whom she 
could discuss her experiences and 
with whom she could open up. 
Sophie was finally able, more than 
a decade after she was abused, 
to identify each of the crimes 
committed against her – human 
trafficking, child exploitation 
and abuse. Her instinctive desire 
to help others, it would seem, 
helped to solidify her own 
survival.

Today, Sophie works closely 
with victims in unpacking their 
many overlapping challenges 
and helping them make that 
all-important transition from 
victim to survivor. In her view, one 
common theme in the African 
context in which she operates 
that stops victims speaking out is 
stigma and shame. “Victims don’t 
want the experience to be what 
defines them for the rest of their 
lives”, she says. But speaking out, 
she adds, is a necessary way to 
take back the power.

“Why are we the ones hiding 
our faces in shame?” she asks. 
“I won’t give my abuser the 
opportunity to write my story”. 

WHY 
ARE 
WE 
THE ONES 
HIDING 
OUR 
FACES 
IN 
SHAME?

Sophie



ECPAT International
32

We are pleased to announce 
growing membership over the 
past year, with the welcome 
addition of five new Members to 
the ECPAT Network. The following 
organizations have now joined 
the ECPAT Network as Affiliate 
members: Halley Movement & 
Pan-Mauritius Coalition; Youth 
Net and Counselling (YONECO) 
in Malawi; Zimbabwe National 

Strengthening the ECPAT Network

ECPAT’s global 
Network is unique, 
bringing together 

decades of expertise 
and knowledge from 

every part of the world. 
Our Network has 

been recognised by 
governments and civil 
society organizations 
worldwide as the only 

international NGO 
network dedicated 
solely to the fight 

against sexual 
exploitation
 of children. 

Council for the Welfare of 
Children; Eye of the Child in 
Malawi; Save the Children Finland.
 
These new Members bring a 
wealth of experience into ECPAT’s 
global Network and will help us to 
expand our influence and reach 
as we strive to make the world a 
safer place for children.

Our network:
102 Member Organizations in 93 Countries

source: http://www.ecpat.org

ECPAT Members
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Strengthening the ECPAT Network

Selected results 
2016/17 

•	 	South Asia Regional 
Consultation on Network 
Development

The South Asia Regional 
Consultation on Network 
Development was held in 
Colombo, Sri Lanka from 1-2 
August 2016 and was hosted 
by PEaCE (ECPAT Sri Lanka) 
with ECPAT International. The 
participants unanimously 
approved a South Asia 
Strategic Regional Framework.

•	 	East and Southeast Asia 
Regional Consultation

	 ECPAT hosted the East and 
Southeast Asia Regional 
Consultation in Bangkok from 
19-21 September 2016, which 
set out key priorities and 
strategies for intervention 
and advocacy to end SEC at a 
regional level.

•	 	All Africa Regional 
Consultation 

	 Held in November 2016 in Dar 
es Salaam, this event provided 
a platform for exchange and 
capacity building for more than 
65 representatives of ECPAT 
Members and partners across 
Africa.  

•	 	EU and Western Europe ECPAT 
Meeting 

	 The EU and Western Europe 
ECPAT Meeting was held in 
Berlin on 6-7 March 2017, with 
28 participants from 15 ECPAT 
Members across the region. 
Network development was a 
major focus, and the meeting 
was also an opportunity to 
welcome new Members: ECPAT 
Norway, Save the Children 
Finland and ARSIS (Greece) 
into the Network. 

•	 	Sri Lanka: PEaCE/ ECPAT Sri 
Lanka celebrated its 25th 
Anniversary on 20 November 
2016 -- Universal Children’s 
Day. The celebration saw the 
culmination of its nationwide 
two-month campaign 
against sexual exploitation 
of children: “The World We 
Want—Through the Eyes of 
the Child”, which included 
awareness raising and a 
petition against the sexual 
exploitation of children as 
well as a documentary film. 
The campaign also featured 
a Children’s Declaration, 
based on 25 consultations 
with children from across 
the country. This trilingual 
document was presented to 
state leaders as part of the 
anniversary celebrations. 
The campaign ended with an 
awards ceremony recognising 
those who have contributed 
towards child protection at the 
national level.

•	 	USA: ECPAT-USA also 
celebrated its 25th anniversary 
in November 2016. For a 
quarter of a century, ECPAT-
USA has been a leader in 
raising awareness that children 
in America are being trafficked 
for sexual exploitation, not 
just children from foreign 
countries. Thanks to ECPAT-
USA’s advocacy, this awareness 
has led to new and important 
protections for child sex 
trafficking victims. In the 25 
years that ECPAT-USA has been 
at work, the recognition of 
child trafficking victims has 
advanced immeasurably. 

Our Members in Action: a 
snapshot of activities 

•	 	Vietnam Association for the 
Protection of Child Rights 
(VACR). The Prime Minister of 
Vietnam has signed a directive 
to intensify prevention of 
violence and abuse against 
children. The new directive 
requests Ministers and 
heads of ministry-level 
agencies to work closely and 
effectively in receiving and 
handling reported cases, and 
to prioritize the spread of 
knowledge and skills in the 
prevention of violence and 
sexual abuse against children. 
VACR has participated actively 
to the draft version, and has 
asked the Government to 
assign prime responsibility 
to the Ministry of Health 
in reviewing and proposing 
amendments and supplements 
to legal provisions on timely 
forensic examination, and 
to prioritise treatment and 
counselling for affected 
children.  
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•	 	Webinars on recovery and 
reintegration. In May and 
June 2017, representatives 
from Fundación Renacer 
(ECPAT Colombia) and ECPAT 
Philippines ran webinars to 
share experiences on providing 
recovery and reintegration 
services to child-victims of 
sexual exploitation with other 
ECPAT Network Members.

•	 	Colombia, Peru and Brazil 
come together to prevent the 
sexual exploitation of children 
in the Amazon Region. In 
July 2016, ECPAT Colombia, 
ECPAT in Peru, UNICEF Brazil 
and UNICEF Colombia brought 
together the border authorities 
of Brazil, Colombia and Peru 
to discuss the prevention of 
sexual exploitation of children 
in travel and tourism.

•	 	ECPAT Taiwan hosted a 
high-level international 
conference: Commitment 
to the Future, in Taipei. The 
Conference covered sexual 
exploitation of children online 
as well as the regional findings 
from the Global Study on 
SECTT.

•	 	ECPAT Luxembourg launches 
new projects in Senegal 
and Cape Verde. The new 
project will be implemented 
in collaboration with 
local partners in Senegal, 
AJE (Action Jeunesse et 
Environnement), CEGID 
(Centre de Guidance 
Infantile et Familiale Dakar) 
and JED (Jeunesse et 
Développement) will raise 
public awareness about 
sexual exploitation of children 
through peer education, 
community meetings and 
radio programmes, with 
child participation as a key 
component.

Award winning 
ECPAT Members
•	 The ECPAT movement has 

cause to celebrate the 
achievements of Members 
who have been honoured 
for their excellent work over 
the past year. Recipients of 
the 2016 Stars Foundation 
Impact Awards include ECPAT 
Member in Morocco, AMANE 
and Fundación Renacer 
(ECPAT Colombia). The 
Awards recognise and reward 
outstanding local organizations 
that are improving the lives of 
children.

•	 In addition, ECPAT Member 
in Nepal, Shakti Samuha and 
ECPAT Member, Samoa Victim 
Support Centre won “With and 
For Girls” Awards, presented 
by a group of organizations 
that see girls as agents of 
change. 

•	 ECPAT is also proud to 
announce that two leaders 
from its global Network were 
among the winners of the 
Child 10 Award for 2016, 
which focuses on those who 
have worked to protect the 
most vulnerable children 
exploited in trafficking, under 
the theme “Children on the 
Run.” Congratulations to Abdul 
Manaff Kemokai from Defence 
for Children-Sierra Leone 
(ECPAT Member in Sierra 
Leone) and Debbie Beadle 
from ECPAT UK. 

•	 RENEW, ECPAT Member in 
Bhutan, was awarded the 
National Order of Merit (Gold) 
on 17 December, Bhutan’s 
National Day, by His Majesty 
the Fifth King of Bhutan. 
RENEW was recognised for 
its service, time and efforts 
toward the King, Country and 
People. 
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Finances/funding July 2016 – June 2017

Analysis of Income 

�� Total Income	       	  	 3,277,081  US$
�� Total Expenditure	         	 3,418,764  US$

For more infomation, please refer to:  
http://www.ecpat.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Annual-Financial-Statement-and-Board-of-Trustees-Report-2017.pdf

�� Civil society partnerships

�� Corporate partnerships

�� Foundations

�� Governments and International 
Organizations

�� Individual donors

1%

11%

4%

59%

25%

http://www.ecpat.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Annual-Financial-Statement-and-Board-of-Trustees-Rep
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�� Thematic programme areas

�� Network development and global 
partnership

�� Research and policy

�� Communication and advocacy

�� Executive office

�� Administrative and operational 
expenditure

Finances/funding July 2016 – June 2017

Analysis of Expenses 2016-1017

8 %
15%

37%

31%

6%

3%

Donations 2016-2017

 (US$)
Accor Asia                 3,435 
DCI/ECPAT Netherlands             299,743 
Human Dignity Foundation             830,229 
Irish Aid             132,344 
Kuoni Global Travel Services               14,862 
Oak Foundation         1,065,100 
SECO (Switzerland)             (93,719)
Sundry donations               19,255 
Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA)             749,262 
Terre des Hommes Netherlands               67,213 
The Code of Conduct in Travel and Tourism (TheCode.org)             109,787 
UNICEF Thailand               36,539 
Total       3,234,050 
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Income and Expense in Financial Year 2016-2017
Statement of revenue and expenditure

Revenue US$
Restricted donations       3,211,360 
Unrestricted donations           22,690 
Other income           43,031 
Total revenue     3,277,081 

Expenditure
Thematic programme areas       1,257,098 
Network development and global partnership       1,061,836 
Research and Policy          208,207 
Communication          104,188 
Executive Office          277,761 
Administrative and Operational Expenditure          509,674 
Total expenditure     3,418,764 

Summary Balance Sheet at 30 June 2017

Assets US$ 
Current assets
Cash and cash equivalents       1,473,325 
Donation receivables          323,219 
Other receivables           47,519 
Prepayments           41,415 
Total current assets     1,885,478 

Non-current asset
Deposits             6,219 
Total non-current assets            6,219 
Total assets     1,891,697 

Liabilities and fund balances
Current liabilities
Accounts payable          297,318 
Accrued expenses           23,498 
Total current liabilities        320,816 

Fund balances
Restricted funds          994,815 
Unrestricted funds          576,066 
Total fund balances     1,570,881 
Total liabilities and fund balances     1,891,697 
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ECPAT International 
328/1 Phaya Thai Road, Ratchathewi, Bangkok, 10400, Thailand

Telephone: +662 215 3388 
Email: info@ecpat.org | Website: www.ecpat.org
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